INFORMED ASSENT FORM

PROJECT TITLE: Evaluation of After-School Enrichment Programs for Middle School Students

Bradley Smith, Ph.D.

What am I being asked to help with?

You are being asked to voluntarily participate in a research study being conducted by the University of South Carolina and your middle school.  We want to know more about how to help children who have behavioral and/or academic problems.

What am I being asked to do?

We are asking you to agree to come to our Challenging Horizons Program for two hours Monday through Thursday after school.  This program is being offered to you and about 30 other 6th and 7th graders at your school.  If you agree, you will come to our classroom four times a week, every week until you, your parents, or we decide that you don’t need to come any more.  During our meetings, we will spend some time talking to you about how school is going, working on getting you organized and ready for classes and homework, and playing some games and sports with the other students at your school who are also in the program.  We will also ask you to answer some questions for us.  Some of the questions will be written down on paper, and some you can answer just by talking to us.  Some of the questions we ask you may be easy and some may be hard.  You don’t need to know all the answers, just try to do the best that you can.  Sometimes we will videotape or audiotape you.

Will this hurt or be bad for me?

Nothing should happen to you that hurts.  Sometimes you may feel bad for not knowing all the answers, but it is okay not to know the answer to every question.  

We may ask you some questions about using drugs and any times you may have broken the law.  We will tell your parents your answers to these questions, because we believe that it is important for them to know this information.  You can choose not to answer any questions if you do not want your parents to know your answers.  

What do I get for helping?

To thank you for participating, we will have snacks for you when you stay after school with us and you will have time to play sports outside, play on computers, and complete crafts.

What if I have a question?

If you have any questions, please ask us.  We will answer your questions as best we can.

Do I agree to try these things?

If you want to try these questions and activities, you should let your parent(s) and us know.  If you do not want to try these things, no one will be mad at you or upset with you.  You can also stop at any time after you start trying things, and no one will be mad or upset.

______________________________
______________________________

Adolescent’s signature of assent

Adolescent’s name printed by the examiner

Today’s date:  ___/___/___

Please keep one copy of this form for yourself.

